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Decent work for sustainable
development

DW largely = social  pillar

protection of environment

economic development social justice
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Burden - sharing

• Within countries and societies
• Between countries
• Between generations

Labour market main link between 
production system and social 
outcomes
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Sustainability issue no. 1: 
climate change

Mapping the links to work:
Three cause-effect trees

Climate change

Effect of Climate 
Change

‘the suffering’

Effects of 
Adaptation

‘limiting the suffering’

Structured 
Responses 

‘avoiding the 
un-manageable’
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Climate change
Change in mean values:
• Temperatures
• Rainfall
• Sea-levels

Long time lags, major geographical variation

More immediate impact: 
variability + extremes

• Droughts
• Floods
• Reduced snowfall/melting glaciers
• Storms
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Effect of Change Most 
Notable Regions: 

• Semi-arid (Africa, Asia)
• Coasts
• River deltas and flood plains
Sectors:
• Agriculture
• Tourism
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ILO Response to Climate 
Change 

• Emergency help ( ILO crisis 
programme)

• Social Security Transfers etc
• Migration temporary 
• Economic Diversification 
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Ex. Coffee Uganda
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Adaptation + work
Regions + Sectors:
• Semi-arid (Africa, Asia)
• Infrastructure, industry and settlements 

coasts, river deltas, flood plains
• Agriculture: farming systems
• Tourism: location, activity, season
(Decent) work:
• Public works 
• Social Security 
• Labour market transitions
• Diversification: SMEs, Skills, LED
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Ex: Semi-arid Bangladesh
(source FAO 2006)

Household income:
Agriculture 40%
Agricultural labour 34%
Non-agr. Labour 4%
Other work 15%
Non-work 7%
Adaption: switch rice to mango

Sharp contraction demand for 
labour
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Structured Responses 
Transition to low-carbon economies:
• Energy production
• Production and consumption:

– Energy  and raw material efficiency
– Mobility
– Buildings
– Agriculture
– Energy-intensive products and services

Work
• Mitigation potential = (decent?) ‘Green 

jobs ‘
• Major transformations economy and 

labour markets
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Structured responses + 
work

• Transitions: winners and losers
• Winners:

– Energy efficiency
– Renewable energy 
– Renovation buildings (ex Germany)
– Public transport

• Losers:
– Fossil energy
– Energy intensive products and services 

(e,g iron&steel, long-range tourism)
Labour market and poverty outcomes
very dependent on what and how
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Climate change, 
employment, incomes

• Links significant – technically and 
politically

• Decent and green jobs opportunity 
for bridge between development 
and climate protection
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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
UN High-level meeting on climate 

change 24  September 07 :

Green jobs:
“by being creative, we can reduce 

emissions while promoting economic 
growth. This is our opportunity to 
advance sustainable development; 
encourage new kinds of cleaner 
technologies, industries and jobs; and 
integrate climate change risks into 
national policies and practices.”
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ILO Programme
[Governing Body 12 November 2007]

• Raise awareness
• Policy research agenda

– ‘hotspots’ climate change-labour markets
• Policy development

– Build employment into adaptation 
strategies

– Promote green jobs (e.g. small enterprises)
• Implementation

– Partners (‘One-UN’, UNEP-ILO, a.o.)
– National (Decent Work Country 

Programmes)
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More information:
• http://www.ilo.org/wcms

p5/groups/public/---
ed_norm/---
relconf/documents/meet
ingdocument/wcms_08
4890.pdf

• http://www.ilo.org/wow/
PrintEditions/lang--
en/docName--
WCMS_083901/index.h
tm
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Climate change and ILO

• Put employment and income link on 
the agenda 
– UNFCCC (post-Kyoto)
– UN system
– Member countries

• Factual basis for policy making
• Policy advice
• Role of constituents + social 

dialogue (e.g. Spain, Belgium/ Brazil)
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Outlook
• Research workshop 28 June 07
• Global + case studies
• Working Party GB Nov 2007

– Paper on green jobs and Panel
• Asia ILO/ILS res workshop Nov 2007
• UNFCCC Bali Dec 2007
• DWCP Brazil
• UNEP-ILO-ITUC green jobs Jan 08
• ILC 2008: skills, rural employment
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Muchas gracias

Thank you
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